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Moses as Equal to Pharaoh

MOSES THE MAGICIAN
Gary A. Rendsburg

Exodus 7:1
ֹלהים ְל ַפ ְר ֑עֹה
֖ ִ אמר יְ הֹוָ ֙ה ֶאל־מ ֶֹ֔שׁה ְר ֵ ֛אה נְ ַת ִ ֥תּיָך ֱא
ֶ ֹ וַ ֤יּ
יאָך׃
ֽ ֶ וְ ַא ֲה ֥ר ֹן ָא ִ ֖חיָך יִ ְהֶי֥ה נְ ִב
“Look, I have set you (as) a god to Pharaoh,
and Aaron your brother will be your prophet.”
Exodus 4:16
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ה־לָּך֣ ְל ֔ ֶפה
ְ ֶהוּא יִ ְֽהי
֙ ל־ה ָ ֑עם וְ ָ ֤היָ ה
ָ ר־הוּא ְלָך֖ ֶא
֥ וְ ִד ֶבּ
אֹלהים׃
ֽ ִ ה־לּוֹ ֵ ֽל
֥ ֶוְ ַא ָ ֖תּה ִ ֽתּ ְהי
“And it will be, he will be for you as a mouth,
and you will be for him as a god.”
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Exodus 34:29‐30
ָק ַרן עוֹר ָפּנָ יו
‘the skin of his face was horned’
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Exodus 3:14
שׁר ֶ ֽא ְה ֶי֑ה
֣ ֶ ֹלה ֙ים ֶאל־מ ֶֹ֔שׁה ֶ ֽא ְה ֶי֖ה ֲא
ִ אמר ֱא
ֶ ֹ וַ ֤יּ
ֽ ֶ אמ ֙ר ִל ְב ֵנ֣י ִי ְשׂ ָר ֵ֔אל ֶ ֽא ְה ֶי֖ה ְשׁ ָל ַ ֥ח ִני ֲא ֵל
ֶ ֹ וַ ֗יּ
יכם׃
ַ ֹ אמר ֤כֹּה ֙ת

Rameses II
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And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-asher-Ehyeh”;
and he said, “Thus say to the children of Israel:
Ehyeh sent me to you.”

Photos courtesy
of Lanny Bell
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P. Turin 1993
c. 1300 B.C.E.
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Exodus 4:3‐4
יכהוּ ַ ֖א ְר ָצה וַ יְ ִ ֣הי ְלנָ ָ ֑חשׁ
֥ ֵ אמ ֙ר ַה ְשׁ ִל ֵיכ֣הוּ ַ֔א ְר ָצה וַ יַּ ְשׁ ִל
ֶ ֹ וַ ֙יּ
וַ ָיּ֥נָ ס מ ֶ ֹ֖שׁה ִמ ָפּ ָנֽיו׃
And he said, “Cast it down to the earth,” and he cast it
down to the earth, and it became a snake; and Moses fled
from before it.

אמר יְ הֹוָ ֙ה ֶאל־מ ֶֹ֔שׁה ְשׁ ַל ֙ח ָ ֽי ְד ָ֔ך וֶ ֱא ֖חֹז ִבּזְ נָ ֑בוֹ
ֶ ֹ וַ ֤יּ
וַ יִּ ְשׁ ַל֤ח יָ ֙דוֹ וַ ַיּ ֲ֣חזֶ ק ֔בּוֹ וַ יְ ִ ֥הי ְל ַמ ֶ ֖טּה ְבּ ַכ ֽפּוֹ׃
And YHWH said to Moses, “Send-forth your hand, and
grab its tail”; and he sent-forth his hand, and he took-hold
of it; and it was a staff in his palm.

Papyrus Westcar
with the Wax Crocodile story
(Ägyptisches Museum Berlin 3033)

Exodus 7:10
ל־פּ ְר ֔עֹה וַ ַיּ ַ֣עשׂוּ ֵ֔כן ַכּ ֲא ֶ ֖שׁר ִצָוּ֣ה יְ הָֹו֑ה
ַ ֹשׁה וְ ַא ֲה ֙ר ֹן ֶא
֤ ֶ וַ יָּ ֨ב ֹא מ
ת־מ ֵ֗טּהוּ ִל ְפ ֵנ֥י ַפ ְר ֛עֹה וְ ִל ְפ ֵנ֥י ֲע ָב ָ ֖דיו וַ יְ ִ ֥הי ְל ַת ִ ֽנּין׃
ַ וַ יַּ ְשׁ ֨ ֵלְך ַא ֲה ֜ר ֹן ֶא
And Moses and Aaron came unto Pharaoh, and they did
thus, as YHWH had commanded; and Aaron cast-down his
staff before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became
a crocodile.

‘ = ַתּנִּ יןcrocodile’
British Museum

Walters Art Gallery
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Exodus 7:20 / First Plague
שׁר
֣ ֶ ת־ה ַ֙מּיִ ֙ם ֲא
ַ שׁר ׀ ִצָוּ֣ה יְ ה ָ ֹ֗וה וַ ָיּ֤ ֶרם ַבּ ַמּ ֶטּ ֙ה וַ ַיּ֤ ְך ֶא
֣ ֶ שׂוּ־כן֩ מ ֶֹ֨שׁה וְ ַא ֲה ֜ר ֹן ַכּ ֲא
ֵ
וַ ַיּ ֲֽע
אר ְל ָ ֽדם׃
ֹ ֖ ְר־בּי
ַ ל־ה ַ ֥מּיִ ם ֲא ֶשׁ
ַ וּל ֵע ֵינ֖י ֲע ָב ָ ֑דיו וַ יֵּ ָ ֽה ְפ ֛כוּ ָכּ
ְ אר ְל ֵע ֵינ֣י ַפ ְר ֔עֹה
ֹ ֔ ְַבּי
And Moses and Aaron did thus, as YHWH had commanded, and
he raised his staff, and he struck the water that was in the Nile,
before Pharaoh, and before his servants; and all the water that
was in the Nile was turned into blood.

Admonitions of Ipuwer / P. Leiden 344
Rijksmuseum van Oudheden

The Admonitions of Ipuwer
Egyptian sage, c. 2000 B.C.E.
P. Leiden 344 (18th‐19th Dynasty)
Adapted from Nili Shupak, The Context of Scripture, 1.94

Indeed, the river is blood, yet one drinks from it.
Men shrink from people and thirst after water. . . .
Indeed, the desert is throughout the land, the
nomes are laid waste. Foreign tribes (lit. pḏtyw
‘bowmen’) come into Egypt. They are really no
people.

Herodotus, Book Two, section 37
Translation of A. D. Godley, Herodotus
(Loeb Classical Library), vol. 1, p. 319

Their priests shave the whole body
every other day, that no lice or aught
else that is foul may infest them in
their service of the gods.

Exodus 8:13 / Third Plague
הי ַה ִכּ ָ֔נּם
֙ ִ ת־ע ַ ֣פר ָה ָ֔א ֶרץ וַ ְתּ
ֲ הוּ וַ יַּ ְ֙ך ֶא
֙ שׂוּ־כן וַ יֵּ ֩ט ַא ֲה ֨ר ֹן ֶאת־יָ ֤דוֹ ְב ַמ ֵ֙טּ
ֵ֗
וַ ַיּ ֲֽע
֥ ֶ ל־ע ַ ֥פר ָה ָ ֛א ֶרץ ָהָי֥ה ִכ ִנּ֖ים ְבּ ָכ
ֲ וּב ְבּ ֵה ָ ֑מה ָכּ
ַ ָבּ ָא ָ ֖דם
ל־א ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ָ ֽריִ ם׃
And they did thus, and Aaron stretched-forth his hand
with his staff, and he struck the dust of the earth, and it
became lice, upon humans and upon beasts; all the dust
of the earth was lice in all the land of Egypt.

Pelizaeus‐Museum Hildesheim

Ägyptisches Museum Berlin

Ancient
Egyptian
Priests

3

3 June 2013

Exodus 9:11 / Sixth Plague
מד ִל ְפ ֵנ֥י מ ֶ ֹ֖שׁה ִמ ְפּ ֵנ֣י ַה ְשּׁ ִ ֑חין
ֹ ֛ וְ ֽל ֹא־יָ ְכ ֣לוּ ֽ ַה ַח ְר ֻט ִ֗מּים ַל ֲע
ל־מ ְצ ָ ֽריִ ם׃
ִ וּב ָכ
ְ י־הָי֣ה ַה ְשּׁ ִ֔חין ֽ ַבּ ַח ְר ֻט ִ ֖מּם
ָ ִ ֽכּ
And the magician-priests could not stand before
Moses, because of the boils, for there were boils on
the magician-priests and in all of Egypt.

Exodus 8:20 / Fourth Plague
יתה ַפ ְר ֖עֹה ֵוּב֣ית ֲע ָב ָ ֑דיו
ָ וַ ַיּ ַ֤עשׂ יְ הֹוָ ֙ה ֵ֔כּן וַ יָּ֙ ב ֹ ֙א ָע ֣רֹב ָכּ ֵ֔בד ֵ ֥בּ
ל־א ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַ ֛ריִ ם ִתּ ָשּׁ ֵ ֥חת ָה ָ ֖א ֶרץ ִמ ְפּ ֵנ֥י ֶה ָע ֽרֹב׃
֧ ֶ וּב ָכ
ְ
And YHWH did thus, and the heavy insect-swarm
came into the house of Pharaoh and the house of his
servants; and in all the land of Egypt, the land was
destroyed on account of the insect-swarm.

Herodotus, 2.95: Gnats are abundant.

Exodus 10:22 / Ninth Plague

Ostracon Petrie 38
19th Dynasty

ְך־א ֵפ ָל֛ה
ֲ ל־ה ָשּׁ ָ ֑מיִ ם וַ יְ ִ ֧הי ֽחֹ ֶשׁ
ַ ֹשׁה ֶאת־יָ ֖דוֹ ַע
֛ ֶ וַ ֵיּ֥ט מ
ל־א ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַ ֖ריִ ם ְשׁ ֹ֥ל ֶשׁת יָ ִ ֽמים׃
֥ ֶ ְבּ ָכ
And Moses stretched-forth his hand towards the
sky, and there was deep darkness in all the land
of Egypt for three days.

Prophecy of Neferti
Egyptian Hall / Hermitage
St. Petersburg
Location of P. Petersburg 1116B

SETNE KHAMWAS AND SI‐OSIRE
(SETNE II)
Demotic text, P. BM 604

Pyramid of Unas at Saqqara
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Pyramid Text
Teti I
6th Dynasty

Funerary Chamber of the
Pyramid of Unas
(5th dynasty)

pı ̉ wḏʿ mdw ḥnʿ ı ̉mn rn-f
hrw pw n rḫs smsw

Remains of
the pyramid
at Saqqara

Asyut Coffin
Middle Kingdom

Kurt Sethe, Die Altägyptische Pyramidentexte,
vol. 1 (Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs, 1908), p. 208

Coffin Text 178p
ı ̉nk wḏʿ mdw ḥnʿ ı ̉mn rn-f
grḥ pw n r‹ḫ›s wrw
Coffins from
Deir el‐Bersha
Middle Kingdom

Adriaan de Buck
The Egyptian Coffin Texts, vol. 6
(OIP 81; Chicago, 1956), p. 194

(British Museum)
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Coffin Text 163b‐c
. . . grḥ pw n rḫs wrw
hrw pw n rḫs wrw
Adriaan de Buck
The Egyptian Coffin Texts, vol. 2
(OIP 49; Chicago, 1938), p. 177

Egyptian Museum
Cairo
Location of P. Cairo 30646
Setne I

Amduat
10th hour
KV‐34

Papyrus Westcar
with the Boating Party story

Tomb of
Thutmose III

(Ägyptisches Museum Berlin 3033)

Amduat 10th hour
Images from Theban Mapping Project

Book of Gates – Ninth Hour
KV‐14
Dynasty 19, Tausert / Dynasty 20, Setnakht
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Amduat Papyrus, Hearst (Lowie) Museum, Berkeley
Leonard H. Lesko, “The Shortest Book of Amduat?”
Studies in Honor of George R. Hughes (Chicago: Oriental Institute, 1976), p. 134

KV‐9 / Tomb of Rameses VI

The Egyptian Magicians in the Book of Exodus
AMDUAT – 10th hour
You are those who are within Nun,
the drowned who are in his following.
May life belong to your bas!

Exodus 7:11
ם־פּ ְר ֔עֹה ֽ ַל ֲח ָכ ִ ֖מים וְ ַ ֽל ְמ ַכ ְשּׁ ִ ֑פים
ַ ַוַ יִּ ְק ָר ֙א גּ
יהם ֵ ֽכּן׃
ֵ֜ ַוַ ַיּ ֲֽע ֨שׂוּ ג
֖ ֶ ם־הם ַח ְר ֻט ֵ ֥מּי ִמ ְצ ַ ֛ריִ ם ְבּ ַל ֲה ֵט
And Pharaoh called the wise‐men and the sorcerers, and they also did,
the magician‐priests of Egypt, by their spells likewise.
Exodus 7:22 יהם
֑ ֶ שׂוּ־כ֛ן ַח ְר ֻט ֵ ֥מּי ִמ ְצ ַ ֖ריִ ם ְבּ ָל ֵט
ֵ וַ ַיּ ֲֽע
And the magician‐priests of Egypt did likewise by their spells.

Translation of Colleen Manassa, The Late Egyptian Underworld:
Sarcophagi and Related Texts from the Nectanebid Period
(Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 2007), p. 350.

Exodus 8:3 יהם
֑ ֶ שׂוּ־כן ֽ ַה ַח ְר ֻט ִ ֖מּים ְבּ ָל ֵט
֥ ֵ וַ ַיּ ֲֽע
And the magician‐priests did likewise by their spells.
֛ ֶ שׂוּ־כן ַה ַח ְר ֻט ִ ֧מּים ְבּ ָל ֵט
Exodus 8:14 יהם
ֵ֨
וַ יַּ ֲע
And the magician‐priests did likewise by their spells.
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